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* Important dates coming up… 

August - Monday 17 and Tuesday 18th                                         

QA2.1, 6.2.2. STEPS Vision Screening. 

September - Wednesday 2nd - Indigenous Literacy Day                    

Thursday 10th -  R U Okay Day QA 2.1, 5, 6.1.3.                                   

Tuesday 15th - Photo Day… a little different this year…         

Waiting area - at the side car park, social distancing, sanitise.  

 

 
 

In this Newsletter…    * Administration.   * POLD Krispy Kreme Fundraiser.      * Books        * Kinder Start.                          

* From the Children …with lots of gratitude and Thanks.  * Healthy Harold.    * Families.    * Balloon Play.    * Dance.             

* Let’s get fit count to 100 by 1’s.      * Johnny cakes.       * Moon viewing      * Yuwaalaraay Language & Culture.         

.  * Professional Development.    * Hearing and Vision Screening      * Inclusion and Diversity       * Plant a tree. 
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Thank you for supporting our POLD - (Parents Of Little Diggers)  Krispy Kreme Doughnut Fundraiser…   

                              

               

 

*Administration  -  QA7 Governance and Leadership.     

Thank you to everyone for transitioning back to paying 
fees and being up to date.  

We are continuing to be vigilant in our health and 

hygiene practices.  Thank you to the families who have 

been helping us with this by staying home when they 

or their child has been unwell or sick. We appreciate 

this, as it allows us all to continue providing our service. 

        Thank you to POLD for their Krispy Kreme fundraiser, special                                 
Thanks to Mick Leonard for picking them up and delivering them 

QA6.1.1 Engagement with sevice 

 

Thanks to Katerine Cross the Lighting Ridge Central School Librarian 

for coming to Little Diggers bringing books and reading to the children.                                                 

All the children got to take home a book. Thanks again… we love books!                                      

The Paint The Ridge REaD Dhinawan also visited, as he also                    

loves books and reading. Reminding us of his motto to                                                                        

“Talk, Read, Sing and Rhyme with your child all the time”. 

 

           
Mary Cross - Kinder Start            

4 Sessions on Firdays,        

starting Friday 20th  Nov             

9.30 - 12.30                  

Graduation Ceremony         

and Parent Session                     

Friday 11th of December 

11.30 – 12.30            

 

to Lightning Ridge, massive effort, greatly appreciated.  Also Thank you to Karen Leonard and Grace Ranger             
for sorting orders, great job. Last but not least, Thanks to Everyone who ordered …                                           

supporting the purchase of a police and firemen bike. The children love them 😊 
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Ellie showing Mum how the wheat grains from last year have grown          

with the rain into a mini wheat crop.  

Indiana has continued to share exotic fruit with us … pomegranate picture 

here, giving us opportunities to try different tastes and textures. Thanks. 

Levi brought in some lovely heart biscuits …sharing the love.                     

Offering one to his Educators too.  Thanks. 

Thanks to… Frankie Ella for the tomato’s from her garden and the Leonard’s for some smoked bacon.      

Due to the wonderful rain we have been having our garden is growing… tomato’s, carrots, snow peas.       

We have been noticing when things are ready to pick. 

     Thanks to Mat Power for the tyres he donated for the children to play with… providing heavy work 

and building core strength.  Play for the individual child, small groups and also transitions. Exploring 

balance, coordination and motion an awesome open-ended piece of equipment - which children are able 

to use in lots of different ways. 

 

From children’s pretend play (Thanks Milah) they have been making their own sandwiches         

for afternoon tea… making pretend play real as well as  developing their self-help skills. 

            



       

 

         

                                                                                                                                                               

         

 

Families spend time playing here with their 

children and sharing experiences from 

home or holidays. 

Thanks Mary, Grace and Karen for the 

donations of puzzles, books etc. 

Thanks to Richard (Nate’s Dad) for fixing 

our trampoline. We love to Jump! 

QA2 Childrens health and safety  QA2.1.2 &2.1.3 Healthy practices and Lifestyles.  

Thank you to the LRCS for including us in Healthy Harold’s visit to Lightning 

Ridge. Thanks also to Jessica and Healthy Harold for coming over to see us. 

Talking about the importance of a daily routine… waking up, stretching, getting 

dressed, eating a healthy breakfast, brushing our teeth 2 times a day for 2 mins, 

going to school, resting our bodies, exercising, eating a health lunch and dinner, 

washing your body in the bath and shower and having a good night’s sleep.  The 

children connected to a lot of the concepts - Being Happy Healthy and Strong.  

Harold also got to meet our Paint The Ridge REaD Dhinawan who shared his 

chant “Have a look, here’s a book” with Harold before we read his book. 

Thanks Jordon for 

bringing in some great 

big sheets of bubble 

wrap…  Giving us the 

opportunity to use it in 

play, connecting with 

self-regulation… and 

who doesn’t love              

bubble wrap.  

 



                                  

 

 

       

 

 

 

             

 

   

 

Combining children’s interest in exercise - moving our body and dance 

as well as extending our counting in a fun way…                                             

We introduced “Let’s get fit, Count to 100 by 1’s” by Jack Hartmann.     

Thanks to Leontien Valk Abel for sharing this resource with us. 

Children have been bringing in balloons to play and Max had a bunch of helium balloons to celebrate his 

birthday.   From this lead we watched a section of the Movie “Up”.  For children to LO4.4c experience the 

benefits and pleasures of shared learning exploration.  We had conversations about what a balloon could 

lift and this lead to another experience where we experimented with the children’s ideas on this topic. 

Thanks to Beau from Seaton’s Newsagency for filling some helium balloons for us, supporting the children’s 

exploration of this topic. LO4 Children are confident and involved learners and LO4.2 develop a range of skills 

and processes such a s experimentation and problem solving.  Brooke guided their learning and experimentation 

with intentional teaching… the dance between the child, adult and the environment. 

 

We love to dance… some of our favourites are Tootie Ta! and Dance Monkey. Also, Stacey has started back 

with her Dance classes at the LRCS, so the group that goes to that are excited to get ready when it is time. 

 



 

                                                                      

                                                      

 

                                                                  

 

                                  

Yaama -  Hello                             

QA6.2.3 Community engagement           

the service builds relationships 

and engages with its community.                         

Walgan Brenda, Aunty Liz, 

Priscilla and Kelsey spend the 

morning with us making         

"Widja" -  Johnny cakes.  

 

Kelsey sang with us the 

song about making 

Johnny cakes which you 

can watch the video on 

our POLD -                     

(Parents Of Little Diggers) 

Face book page. 

Thank you to Walgan Brenda for 

leading this experience with 

Aunty Liz and Priscilla helping 

the children to form the Johnny 

cakes and ready to bake            

over the hot coals.                                            

Thanks to Natalie for             

preparing the fire.                  

Thanks to Megan and Kelsey          

for helping the children with 

what they wanted on their 

Johnny cakes. 

Aunty Liz revisited the Yuwaalaraay words for 

animals and the children walked like a dhinawan. 

Walgan Brenda went through names for           

children - birralii , boy - birray,  girl - miyay. 

Before leaving Kelsey taught us the word for       

Thank you - Maayubaa 

                               Yaluu - Goodbye, until next time.  

Thanks to Brooke for documenting the experience.     



    

                                                                           

                                                     

             

 

            

           The solar system has been a topic of interest and the  

children learned the song “The planets spin around the sun”. 

Ruby was excited to show Ethan (who is one of our experts 

on this topic) how she had completed the puzzle herself.         

Natalie shared information about the Solar System Drives 

and provided experiences connecting with our new song,           

so the children could act out the planets spinning around        

the sun.  

Children and adults enjoyed the night.  Thomas R who is another expert on this topic, shared the App with us which 

shows where the planets are in the sky and even on the other side of the world. Thanks Thomas. 

Before going home Levi decided to read the “Baby shark” book to his brothers. Ethan who was away for our viewing,   

had his own special adventure which he shared with us… having had the opportunity to use a large telescope and 

actually hold a rock from the moon. He is only too happy to chat about the subject and if you need a drawing of the 

solar system I am sure he would do that for you too. 

     Thanks to Grace and 

Karen in the kitchen.. and 

Sarah, who donated the 

pizza and garlic bread.                 
.                                           

Claire described the 

moon as being “cracked”, 

seeing the craters. 

 

Extending on this interest 

we had a Moon viewing                    

and pizza night on 

Saturday 4th July.                          

                                 
Thanks to Brad                     

for providing the               

drinks for us. 

 



               

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

I’m Empowered,  I’m Essential,  I’m an Educator…                      

Professional Development - Leadership QA7.2.1 Part of our continuous improvement 

and QA7.2.3 development of ourselves as professionals.  Latest training that                     

we have been a part of… Mindfulness in Education and Care by Smiling Mind.                                   

Early Start -University of Woolongong - Executive Functioning; Talk it up! Language and 

emergent literacy; Self-regulation, Resistance, persistence and the art of insistence;       

and Beyond compliance self-assessment for high quality Education and Care. 

 QA 7 Governance and Leadership - As part of Early Learning Matters Week (3-7.8.20) we have put out a Survey to 

provide you with information on what we do and why and asking what you like about Little Diggers. This is also part 

of our self-assessment process, reviewing our strengths and look at areas of improvement as well as getting 

Family input and feedback.   We think this is a great opportunity to showcase our service! Early Childhood 

Australia (ECA) says this highlights how early education and care supports children to be confident, 

enthusiastic learners, building a foundation for wellbeing and achievement throughout their lives. 

 
************************************************************************* 

QA2.Childrens health and safety  QA6.2.2 Access and participation - Effective partnerships 

support children’s access, inclusion and participation in the program. 

We have had Gordon Ruttley from WAMS come and do the                                          

Hearing Screening on Thursday 23rd of July.                                                                                  

On the 17 and 18th of August 2020 we have Michelle Gibbons                                           

coming to do the StEPS Vision Screening for four year olds. 

 for the four year old children. 

 

 

Naidoc Week 2020 Theme - Always was. Always will be.   QA6.2.3 Community Engagement -                                         

The service builds relationships and engages with its community.  Walgan Brenda and Aunty Liz from the 

Yuwaalarray Language and Culture Group have been coming in spending time with us and sharing their knowledge.                                                  

Learning about the Boomerang and what the indigenous colours mean…  When the Boomerang is thrown…                

it comes back.  It was used for hunting ducks, fighting, as clap sticks to make music and support dancing.                                      

Black is for the skin, Yellow is for the sun, Red is for the earth and bloodshed. We also revisited the story from                  

our Totem Pole about “How the opal came to be”, a story shared with us by an elder past Aunty June Barker.                 

Which lead us into National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day - We are the Elders of tomorrow 

“Hear Our Voice”.    LO1.3e Children develop strong foundations in both the culture and language of their                                                       

family and of the broader community without compromising their cultural identities.                                      

 



       

      

 

                                               

                                                                           

 

QA6.2.2 Access and participation             

Inclusion and Diversity                                      

We have introduced the Hello Song for Kids 

from the singing Walrus on You Tube.  

Welcoming our newer children and 

connecting with each other having fun 

through play.   Frank extended on this with 

the idea of spinning around like they do in 

the clip using the blue dish. 

Thanks to Mary Stewart (Quinn & Phoenix’s 

Nan) for a Spot book with Makaton sign 

language in it.  Children LO5.2g actively use 

and engage with and share the enjoyment of 

language and texts in a range of ways.                    

To support children with glasses and eye 

patches we made eye patches like a pirate. 

Leading into 

Plant a Tree 

Day 

       

As families arrived the children were eager to 

show what they had been doing.  

From this experience and our gardens life cycle 

we read the book “Beginning and ending with 

Lifetimes in between” a beautiful book to  

explain to children life’s cycles children shared 

their own experiences with life and death of pets 

loved ones.     LO2 Children are connected with 

and contribute to their world. 

 

To replacing one of the trees that 

had died over the drought, we 

chose a spot and started to dig. 

When we discovered a pipe… so 

then we had to choose another 

spot.   The children did a great job 

helping to dig the hole and then to 

plant our new tree.  

 


