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The Kinder Start Program has  

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

                                                         

 

 

 

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

*From the Children                                                                                               

    

        

 

* Important dates coming up…                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

*Monday 13th May - Barbie Bates - Keynote presentation 

on Books and Bonding, Builds Brains from PTTR                     

5.30 at the LRBC in the Dining Room.                                   

After which you can join in Dinner.       

*Tuesday 14th of May – Excursion to Our Community                      

“Hatching Event” and meeting our Mascot at                     

John Murrays Art Gallery, 8am.                                                               

As well as being part of the Reading Relay. 

*22nd of May - National Simultaneous Story Time. 

Monday 3rd of June - Healthy Harold                            

Excursion to LRCS, $10 each. 

 

                    

 

In this month’s Newsletter…                                                                                   

* POLD – Parents Of Little Diggers  

*From The Children -                                                              

Harmony Day Celebrating our Diversity.                            

Our Easter Gathering                                                       

West Pymble Group.  

 *Our Eggs Journey.  

*Paint The Ridge REaD Events coming up. 
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Please put a Plastic Bag  in your childs bag                  

for wet clothes etc. Thank you. 

Thank you to the committee of 2018 and welcome to our new committee for 2019.                                          
Megan Bergan - President, Karen Leonard - Treasurer , Grace Ranger - Secretary with                                                   

Core members Brooke McGovern, Mary Cook, Edi Webb, Tara Morris and Sarah Chamberlain. 

Discussed at the Meeting… Our Philosophy. QIP QA6.2.3 Community engagement… Paint The Ridge REaD.                                                                   
SIP QA6.2.2 Access and participation. What is coming up… events and such and the year ahead.                   

Positive feedback from families about what we do and how we do it which is great for us to hear.                 
We look forward to what our year together will bring. 

Harmony Day Morning Tea - 

It was a time of celebrating our diversity 
by sharing food and experiences.        
Thank you to all who contributed. 

Working on making our paper mache eggs. 
Thank to Grace for the newspaper to recycle.                                                              

We also made our very own “Mr McGee” which was quite 
entertaining and enjoyed by both the children and adults. 

QA1 and QA2- Children have a strong sense of identity and 

are connected with and contribute to their world. 

 

Monday 25th of March - We had our                           

P.O.L.D (Parents Of Little Diggers) AGM.      



 

          

 

 

        

 

          

        

 

Thank you to Karen, Grace, Natalie, Megan, Brooke and Debra for their preparations for the event.                     

The children enjoyed the experiences on the day. They made Easter Hats and Bunny Prints.                            

Thank you to everyone who came along to event and participated in what we had provided. 

Over the past few weeks we have made the PTRR Egg strong by adding our name, as   

well as making paper mache eggs by recycling newspaper.  After the Egg Hunt Megan 

handing out a gift pack from the Easter Bunny with the egg the children had made and a 

surprise for them to take home.  Thank you to Karen for the Easter nest treats and to Edi 

and Brooke for their Hot cross buns. Yum yum yum. These treats were enjoyed by all. 

One of the highlights of our Easter gathering was the surprise the children had for their guests,                 

shaking their bunny tail. 

Thanks to all who helped to prepare the Hunt.  The children enjoyed following the prints 

and discovering the hidden surprises.  It was great to see families come and join in. 

*Our Easter Gathering… 

 

 

 



 

   

                     Our Eggs Journey…       Bringing Paint The Ridge REaD to Town. 

  

                   

 

 

                   

                        

 

                                           

 

* A big Thank you to the West Pymble Group who came on the 11th April to read, sing and dance 

with the children. The children also engaged in a craft experience with them. 

On the 20th of March Scout and Ryder went 
with Natalie to deliver our egg to MacKillop 
Family Services, for them to hear the story   

and add their name to the egg to                        
make it strong.  

 

They were very excited to be doing this important job.  Mackillop Playgroup said they felt very lucky to have a 

visit from Natalie, Scout and Ryder from Little Diggers and for the egg to come to them.  Their playgroup children 

were eager to see and feel the egg.  

  

 

Natalie sharing the                                                                                                                   

journey so far.          

Kimberley read the story to the kids.                         Kimberley and Carol then took the egg to Walgann Liz Family Day Care.  

 

Layla was super excited and thought “wow a ball” and tried to throw it.                        

Noah  mentioned “it looked like a kinder  surprise”.  They all took turns gluing            

on their names and feeling how heavy it was.   

 



 

              

 

                                                                                                         

 

Paint The Ridge REaD Events coming up… 

Our egg and its story has been shared with our children and community.                         

Children and adults have added their name to the egg,                                                                       

to look after and take care of our egg, to help it grow strong. Thank you to all. 

 

It will join in with the Easter Float Parade… Sunday 21st of April 2019. 

 

Monday the 13th of May - Barbie Bates is giving a key note presentation                                       

Books and Bonding, Builds Brains from PTTR.                                                                                               

at the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club in the Dining Room at 5.30pm. 

Tuesday the 14th of May our Hatching Event will take place                                                                       

at John Murrays Art Gallery at 8am.                                                                                                     

Save the date and come and join our community in this event…                                                                

To welcome our Mascot for Paint The Ridge REaD…                                                                             

whose motto is “Talk, Read, Sing and Rhyme with your child all the time.” 

                                                                                                                                      

Our Hatching Event will be supported by the                                .            

Reading Bug from Parkes (Along with founder of this Initiative - Rhonda Brain)                                 

.           and we will be part of the Reading Relay across Australia.  

Liz said her children were very interested and excited to see what it was.               Later our egg was taken to Sarah James 

Liz told them “this is an egg”.   Ivy, Yazzie and Willow were enthusiastic to              - Family Day Care, so that they could  

glue their names on the egg.                                                                                                connect with the egg too. 

                                                 

 



The Relay leads us into the National Simultaneous Story time                                                                                 

on Wednesday 22nd of May 2019 at 11am.                                                                                      

Together we will be reading  “Alpacas with Maracas”. 

                                                                                              

 
 

 
 
 
Our Patron – Lady Cosgrove 
ABN: 96 164 664 724 
61 Byrne Street, Lapstone 2773 | www.paintthetownread.info 
Donations $2 and over are tax deductible 

 
 
 

A message from Rhonda Brain – OAM and Founder Paint the Town REaD,   

               Join us in…                   A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO CELEBRATE LITERACY                                                                          

.                               and to promote the importance of a language-rich environment from birth. 

KEY MESSAGE 

Based on the concept of the Olympic Torch Relay, a small team of volunteers will travel across Australia – from Perth to 

the Pacific, stopping at communities enroute, to celebrate with them the importance of reading with their babies from 

pre-birth. The event could be as big as a community reading day or as small as an outdoor, community gathering to 

stage the arrival of the Relay. Either way, everyone will be asked to dress in red, to show they are well read! The Relay 

will be launched at a WA State Parliament Reception in Perth on 20 March 2019 and finish at the Pacific in Wollongong, 

NSW at a Simultaneous Storytime event on 22 May 2019. 

The relay will enter NSW from Echuca on Wednesday 8 May, travelling via Parkes, Lightning Ridge, Sydney 

and the South Coast to arrive in Wollongong on 22 May. 

 

BACKGROUND 

I am a retired primary principal, in Parkes, NSW. When I first started as Principal of Parkes Public School I hadn’t 

realised how important to brain and language development were the years from birth to 5 years, particularly the first 3 

years. I was soon to find out! So, it was time to spread the word to parents and potential parents, that they are a child’s 

first and most important educator. Leaving language development and book conventions till school, is far too late. 

In the town of Parkes Rhonda Brain 

features on a mural… as a child reading. 

 



 

In 1997, to address the increasing number of children entering school with poor language and pre-reading skills, and the 

consequent, debilitating effects throughout school years, our school founded a project that has become a national 

movement, now operating in 78 towns across Australia. Mentored by Charles Sturt University lecturers, it was named 

PAINT THE TOWN REaD (PTTR) because of the fun, creative and celebratory manner in which we promote the value of 

literacy and raise awareness of the vital importance of a language-rich environment from birth. 

Dear Colleagues, I can positively say that PTTR is one of the most infectious movements ever and I wish it had been 

“discovered” many, more years ago. It has become more crucial in latter years with the advent of the IT age. 

The Paint Australia REaD Book Relay 2019 

 

Relay Chant 

Here is the chant that we are teaching the children coming to the Hatching Event in our community and supports the 
Relay.  

                          1. Have a look 

                         Have a look 

                         Have a look look look 

 

                       2. Here’s the book 

                       Here’s the Book 

                       Here’s the Book, Book, Book 

 

 
Be prepared – the Reading Bug may well ask the children this question!                                                                         

Are we there yet? 

Have the children ready with the answer?  NO!  XXXX sleeps to go. 

And xxxx is the number of days between the date when the Relay comes to your Community and when it 
finishes at Wollongong, NSW on 22 May. 

SO Wollongong kids will be the only ones who can answer ‘YES’ 

 

3. (to be said slowly) 

Open the cover  

Turn the Page  

NOW 

 

4. Read a book, 

Read a book, 

Read a book, book, book! 

Repeat it as often as you like! 

 


