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* Important dates coming up…    

LRCS Midterm Break 28 Feb and 2nd March.              

March - Monday 9th POLD AGM/Meeting. 

Thursday 12th Gordon Hearing Screening. 

Monday 23rd A Taste of Harmony.                     

Sunday 29th PTRR Run/Walk 10 -12.                        

Friday 27th West Pymble Group Visit 10 -11. 

April - Friday 3rd  Good Start Bathurst Visit.                                                               

Friday 10th Monday 13th Easter Break.         

May - Friday 15th Belonging and Connecting          

- Harold’s Thankful Heart… Excursion to LRCS. 

 
 

In this month’s Newsletter…             * P.O.L.D          * Yuwaalaraay Language and Culture.                     

* Be Me.         * Inclusion.        * Kindness and Gratitude.       * Family Contributions to the program.                       

* From the Children... Play.     * Brian the Brain.     *  e Safety Early years.     * World Read Aloud Day.                                                        

* PTRR - Paint The Ridge REaD       * QIP -  Quality Improvement Plan.      * Rain, rain rain  

 

 

 

QA6 Collaborative partnerships with                                   

families and communities.                                                 

QA6.1.1 Families have opportunities to be involved                

in the services and contribute to service decisions.                                             

    P.O.L.D  stands for Parents  of  Little  Diggers… 

Parents are encouraged to participate at any time in, anyway.  

For example…  You are invited to come to meetings (whenever 

you can).  Notification will be given on the front door when 

these are on.  Or, just come in and do something with the 

children, read a story, share a skill or knowledge. This enriches 

our program, children’s learning and helps to connect with 

each other and our community.  There is no cost to you, but 

your time.  Do it for yourself and your child/ren.  It is an 

opportunity to connect with other families within your centre, 

be a part of and contribute to your centre, share your ideas, 

knowledge and skills, learning from each other and have 

support. Feel free to ask questions anytime.  To clarify or gain 

a better understanding of what we do and why and anything 

you might want to know.  There may also be times when we 

may not have an answer for you straight away but, we will do 

our best to get back to you as soon as possible.                           

Please  support P.O.L.D and their Fundraising Events and 

Efforts, as this is for you and your child/ren.                                  

P.O.L.D also supports our QIP Quality Improvement Plan 

goals… together we can achieve more. 

 

QA6.2.3 Yuwaalaraay Language and Culture.        

.       Thank you to Priscilla Strasek from                 

the Gamilaraay/Yuwaalaraay/Yuwaalayaay 

Language & Culture Nest/NSW Aboriginal 

Education Consultative Group for organising 

Aunty Liz Smith and Walgan Brenda McBride        

to visit Little Diggers every Wednesday to share 

Yuwaalaraay Language and Culture with us.              

It will be lots of fun incorporating singing, dancing, 

storytelling as well as basic Yuwaalaraay words 

and sentences.   Aunty Liz came to introduce her-

self and explaining to the children what we will be 

doing together.                               

 

Aunty Liz taught us the 

words  Yaama - Hello and 

Yaluu - Goodbye.                

We are all looking 

forward to spending          

this time together. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

    

We are continuing on from last year’s work on   

our Gratitude Attitude…  and we are also                

Cultivating Kindness.                                                                           

The Lightning Ridge Bowling Club gave                       

us some pizza, which the children                      

enjoyed for afternoon tea.                                                               

To say Thank you the children made a card          

which was then presented to Mr Scott Bailey. 

And then the children then                                 

received an activity bag. 

We have been watching a short film about a 

hedgehog and how friendships develop when                

ideas are shared on how to be inclusive.                      

@friends       LOVEE                                                                                     

Children LO2.2 respond to diversity and respect                

and LO2.3 become aware of fairness. 

https//www.facebook.com/LOVEEofficialll/  

videos/450110742284791/                                                                                          
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Our Belonging Tree                       

this year has the theme…                                 

Happy to Be Me,  all the children 

have added a  bee to the tree     

and they have been sharing this 

with their families.                                          

LO1 Children have a strong                

sense of identity.  



                         

   

                 

                                                                                                                                                                         

   

 

 

                                        

Thank you to Brad for bringing Coco (the cat) in to meet us.    Thank you to Grace Ranger for the cool baskets and 

boxes that the children used to take home some heart biscuits they made to share the love with their family.   

Thank you to Kathryn Brogan, Keith Chamberlain, & Grace Ranger for their donations towards the mud kitchen. 

Children have been sharing their holiday experiences and interests creatively through art.    We have also 

reused brown bags to create puppets -  drawing and collage to LO5.3 express ideas and make meaning using 

a  

We love                    

play dough …                  

After making a fresh 

batch… Patting the 

dough, Pat a cake, 

then rolling.         

Benefits - fine motor 

manipulation, social 

interaction, language 

and creativity. 

Sensory play with the parachute, the 

children especially loving - Jack hides 

down in his box, until someone opens 

the lid. 

QA6.1.1 Family engagement                           

with service… 

*From the children… 

    range of mediums.  

 

Connecting with holiday experiences (quite a few families went 

to the beach) we used our Ikifit “Surfs up”.   Loose parts (with the 

coloured pebbles) have been used to play with the concept of in 

and out, full and empty, as well as making patterns and designs.  LO2. Are connected and contribute 

to their world.  Connect four play…                   

turn taking  in /out concepts.  

 



 

               

 

 

                    

  

      

                                                                                      

For children to LO 3.2a,i,j… recognise and 

communicate bodily needs, show an increasing 

awareness of healthy lifestyles and good nutrition, 

show increasing independence and competence in 

personal hygiene and care for themselves… 

Children are discussing Brian the Brain talking about 

food, water and sleep and the effects of this on our 

body..     Which then allows them to be…              

Happy, Healthy and Strong and enjoy their                

day learning through play. 

Revisiting Brian the Brain   

LO3.2 Children take increasing 

responsibility for their own health 

and physical wellbeing. 

opening up our tastebuds.   As well as 

having conversations about what is their 

the name, colour, texture, smell, how 

many etc.                                        

Connecting with our garden, composting 

has continued… this year in pots, adding 

the scraps and turning the soil… less 

smelly.  

QA2.2.3 Child Protection – In relation to Technology.                                                 

A new “Online safety guide for under 5’s” offers practical advice and 

strategies for parents and carers to tackle the key online safety issues for 

children from birth to 5years old. The eSafety Early Years program has 

these resources available online at esafety.gov.au/early-years 

In the Kitchen is our Fruit & Veg Bowl...   Each day a piece of fruit or veg is added by the children to share  

for our morning tea.  This supports our learning experiences …  an opportunity to try different things and                                                              

LO5.4 Children begin to understand how symbols and pattern systems work.  LO5.2 Children engage with a 

range of texts and gain meaning from these texts.   Numeracy and literacy in action...    Putting together the 

numbers for our hop scotch game. Having conversations and reading at rest time.  Using blocks to form letters. 

Learning through play and everyday experiences continues…    



 

 

     

(EARLY CHILDHOOD AUSTRALIA 1.2.20 FB) Stated that… Reading aloud improves listening skills, vocabulary 

acquisition and the understanding of story themes, structures that will factor into children’s future success.            

Even for adults reading aloud can be fun an easy way to connect to people.                                                                        

This Day is also highlighting the idea of literacy as a human right and promoting the importance of reading and 

sharing stories. Read Aloud Tips… Read the book beforehand.  Try a story walk... using the pictures to tell the 

story.  Ask questions out loud as you read.  After you finish, have a conversation. Invite the listeners to as act           

out parts of the story. Talk about the read aloud experience itself! 

************************************************************************************************** 

  

*Books for Babies in the Ridge             

is part of PTRR.                              

QA6.2 Collaborative partnerships 

enhance childrens inclusion, 

learning and well being. 

 

QA6.2.3               

Community 

Engagement 

The service builds 

relationships and 

engages with its 

community. 

Read A loud. Change the Wor ld .                                      

On World Read Aloud Day (Wednesday 5th of February) the 

Paint The Ridge REaD Dhinawan had a visit and read I went 

walking with us, revisiting the hatching event last year. 

 

 

LO5.2 Children engage with a range of texts and gain meaning from these texts, which supports                                            

them to become LO5 effective communicators and LO4 confident and involved learners. 



 Quailty Improvement Plan QIP   QA6.2.3 Community Engagement.    For the children of Little Diggers to 

Connect and visit with the Aged Care Residents at the L R Hospital.  Also to invite the Day Care Aged to come  

to us for Morning Tea.  Extending on from the PTRR focus of Relationships, Literacy and Learning we will start 

these relationships, with by talking, reading and singing and then build on that. We can also invite the Aged 

Care Residents from the L R Hospital to come to Little Diggers for visits too.  Our plan is to get a blanket 

Permission Note for this to cover this and other projects over the year.  Natalie also said we can check in  

with and invite the Day Care Aged for Morning Tea - connect with Christy Pacey / Zusana Sisa.                                       

QA3.2.2 , 3.2.3 and QA6.1.1 Physical environment and Families contribute to service…  Thanks to Thomas 

Stewart and Grace Ranger  for gaining the Telstra funding to support our Mud Kitchen project.                              

Thank you to Karen Leonard for pick up cutlery for us.                                                                                                                                          

We have worked on relocating the rock and stick pit… and can now use the old area to create our Mud 

Kitchen.  Thanks to the children for helping with this.  Our project is well under way.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                         

    

.                                                                                   

     

Later one afternoon Ethan and 

Layla were sharing an umbrella.                

Ethan asked “What is rain from?”                  

Layla responds “Rainbows”.                        

Ethan comments “No, It’s water”.                

They both laughed and continued 

their rainy muddy puddle walk. 

When Mitchell (Nevaeh’s Dad)  

came to pick her up, Nevaeh 

approached him with an umbrella.  

Mitchell said to Natalie                    

“How good is that, she probably 

hasn’t used one before”. 

When the rain came the children 
were excited to get out and about   
in it.  We even had a sleep outside.  
The children helped to set this up 

and then pack this away.              
QA1.1.3 All aspects  of the program, 

including routines, maximise 
opportunities for each child’s 

learning. 

 

Rain, rain, rain                           

LO2 Children are connected                                   

to their world… Nature. 

 

Thank you to Megan for the         
extra umbrellas.  

 


